ROBESPIERRE
composed of handicraftsmen, many of them small
employers. Now, to avenge Roux, it ranged itself on
the side of the Thermidorians.
There are several versions of what happened on the
night of the 9th to the xoth of Thermidor. One of the
points of controversy is the manner in which Robes-
pierre was wounded. Some great scholars, like Mathiez
—who has made the French Revolution, and especially
• Robespierre, a life study, and has corrected innumer-
J lable errors—hold that Robespierre's wound was self-
''inflicted, the result of an attempt at suicide. The author
believes he has overlooked none of the evidence, yet
feels compelled to reject the suicide theory. The nature
of the wound, the testimony of physicians, make it, in
his opinion, untenable.
The testimony of the gendarme Merda, who claims
to have shot Robespierre, is highly coloured. He was a
nineteen-year-old Gascon, and could hardly have been
expected to tell the sober truth about so exciting an
/ event. Merda not only distorts truth, he likewise sup-
presses it. It is practically unimaginable that he would
have dared to shoot so important a man as Robespierre
upon his own initiative. The fact that Leonard Bourdon
personally introduced him to the Convention as the
hero of the night makes it reasonably certain that it was
he who armed him and told him what to do. Unless this
were so, 'would bourdon not have been sceptical about the
Gascons story? One can well imagine that the Thermi-
dorians, who that afternoon, when realizing that the
city was going to rise, felt embarrassed about what to
do with Hanriot, very much preferred taking Robes-*
pierre dead than alive.
Leonard Bourdon, then, was advancing along the
quay. So great was the confidence at the City Hall, and
so amazing the incompetence of Hanriot, that no news
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